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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 19-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

The phrase "can be" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the 
limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. Can be should be removed 
from all claims in which it appears. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 19-23 and 26-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by DE 
4330559 to Kreth. 

Re claim 19, Kreth discloses a motor vehicle body having support structure which is 
composed of large-size partial modules comprising: a basic module (1, Fig 1) having lateral 
longitudinal members (4, 4a) and a body floor (11), and reaching laterally as far as front wall 
columns (5, 5a); and a front end module (2, Fig 1) forming at least part of a front crumple zone 
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(18) of the motor vehicle and supported in a crash stable manner on the basic module when the 
support structure is assembled; wherein a front end region of the body floor (12) belongs to the 
front end module (2) and extends rearward over a considerable length region of the basic module 
(1) between lateral longitudinal member sections (4, 4a). Re claim 20, the front end module, 
comprises longitudinal member sections (Figures 1 and 2), which laterally bound the front end 
region of the body floor (12) and can be connected to the lateral longitudinal member sections (4, 
4a) of the basic module (1). Re claim 21, the longitudinal member sections include mutually 
assigned, lateral longitudinal member sections of the front end module (2) and of the basic 
module (1) which have joining surfaces that are matched to each other and extend over at least 
approximately an entire overlapping length of the mutually assigned longitudinal member 
sections. Re claim 22, the length of the joining surfaces corresponds approximately to the length 
of an adjacent, front end region of the body floor (12). Re claim 23, the longitudinal member 
sections of the front end module and the front end region of the body floor extend rearward to 
approximately the same distance. Re claim 26, upwardly protruding column sections (5, 5a) 
which can be connected to the front end module are arranged at the front ends of the lateral 
longitudinal member sections (4, 4a) of the basic module (1). Re claim 27, upwardly protruding 
column (Figure 1) sections between which a front end wall (20, 20a) is fastened are arranged on 
the lateral longitudinal member sections of the front end module (2). Re claim 28, upwardly 
protruding column sections of the front end module and of the basic module are connected to 
each other at joining surfaces (9, 9a, 19, 19a), which are matched in each case to each other, to 
form front wall columns. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 24, 25, 30 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
DE 4330559 to Kreth in view of US Pat # 6,131,284 to Basler. 

Re claim 24, Kreth fails to disclose longitudinal member sections of the front end module 
and of the basic module has a box profile which is closed in cross section. 

Basler teaches the use of longitudinal members including a box profile with a closed 
cross section (12, Fig 1). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include the box profile, closed cross section, longitudinal members of the basic and 
front module to strengthen the longitudinal members when the modules are connected. 



Application/Control Number: 10/525 ,948 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3612 

Re claim 25, Kreth fails to disclose each of the box profiles of the longitudinal member 
sections of the front end module and of the basic module have cross sections, which are varied 
over their length. 

Basler teaches the use of varied cross sections of the longitudinal members (12) of the 
basic module (2) and of the front module (1, Figure 3). Longitudinal member of the front 
module tapers as connecting to the column, and the longitudinal member of the basic module 
varies from a larger cross section towards the rear to a smaller cross section towards the front of 
the vehicle. 

It would have been obvious to have the longitudinal members vary in cross section as 
taught by Basler on the device of Kreth in order to configure the overlapping fit of both 
longitudinal members the basic and front modules. 

Re claim 30, Kreth fails to disclose the front end region of the vehicle body floor which 
belongs to the front end module is connected in an overlapping manner to a region of the body 
floor which belongs to the basic module. 

Basler teaches the overlapping of the front end region of the vehicle body floor with the 
body floor of the basic module at the floor connections (19, Figure 1). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to overlap the basic and 
fron module body floor of Kreth as taught by Basler in order to increase the load bearing of the 
vehicle floor. 

Re claim 36, Kreth fails to disclose the support structure is to be lined with outer panel 
parts, wherein joining points of the partial modules are to be covered by the outer panel parts. 
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Basler teaches the use of out panel (3) used to cover the connection parts of the partial 
modules (Fig 2). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to further strengthen the connections of the partial modules. 

8. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over DE 4330559 to 
Kreth in view of US Pat # 5,619,784 to Nishimoto et al. 

Kreth fails to disclose the upwardly protruding column sections of the front end module 
and of the basic module each have a box profile which is closed in cross section, and extend to 
approximately level with the side wall edge of the support structure. 

Nishimoto et al discloses the use of upwardly protruding column sections (6, 6A, 6B) of 
the front end module and of the basic module each have a box profile which is closed in cross 
section (Column 6, lines 13,14,20,21) and extend to approximately level with the side wall edge 
(8) of the support structure. 

It would have been obvious to make the columns of Kreth with the closed cross sections 
as taught by Nishimoto et al in order to strengthen the columns of the support structure. 

9. Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over DE 4330559 to 
Kreth in view of US Pat # 6,626,477 to Maynard et al. 

Kreth discloses the basic module ends behind rear wheel houses, but fails to disclose that 
is can be connected to a rear module which, when the support structure is assembled together 
with the rear end region of the basic module, belongs to a rear crumple zone of the motor 
vehicle. 

Maynard et al teaches the use of a rear crumple zone (Column 6, lines 17-26) on the 
motor vehicle connected to a rear module (Figure 2). 
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It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include the rear module of Maynard et al on the device of Kreth in order to crumple 
in a manner to not impede the function of this crumple zone in the vehicle, rear and basic 
module. 

10. Claims 32-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over DE 
4330559 to Kreth in view of US Pat Application # 2001/0033096 to Hanyu. 

Re claim 32, Kreth fails to disclose a roof module placed onto the basic module and the 
front end module, and wherein front roof columns of the roof module can be supported both on 
the basic module and on the front end module. 

Hanyu teaches the use of the roof structure (2) placed on the basic module (3) and front 
end module, wherein the front roof columns (6) of the roof module (2) can be supported both on 
the basic module and on the front end module. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include the roof structure as taught by Hanyu on the device of Kreth to further 
strengthen the support structure of the vehicle. 

Re claim 33, Hanyu also teaches the roof module (2) comprises a crossmember (7) which 
runs below a windshield and via which front wall columns are connected to each other. 

Re claim 34, Hanyu teaches a B-column (25) can be fastened between the roof module 
and the basic module (Fig 9). 

Re claim 35, Hanyu teaches a side wall module (26, 26 A, 26B) fastened in each case to 
the basic module above each longitudinal member and. extends from behind a front side door as 
far as a rear door column. 
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It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use the teachings of Hanyu on the device of Kreth to further strengthen the support 
structure of the vehicle body. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melissa A. Black whose telephone number is (571) 272-4737. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00 ET. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Dayoan can be reached on (571) 272-6659. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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